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Defense Verdict: Slip and Fall 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Luks, Santaniello, Petrillo & Cohen 

 

Our verdicts tell the story.™  Luks, Santaniello, Petrillo & Cohen is a Florida Corporate & 

Insurance Defense Litigation firm. The Law Firm is Peer Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell. 

Our mission is to provide our clients with legal services that help them manage risk and reduce 

exposure.  Our goal is to align with technological innovation in claims portfolio management, 

working efficiently and effectively in garnering risk transfer opportunities and mitigating legal 

spend. 

Franklin Sato 

Junior Partner Franklin Sato, Esq. obtained a defense verdict of no liability in a 

slip and fall matter styled Hossein Tabarestani v. Defendant Store on January 

16, 2020. The demand at trial was $985K.  This case arises out of an incident 

occurring on January 7, 2018 at the Defendant Wholesale Store in South 

Carolina. On that evening, Plaintiff was delivering a load of goods to the store 

when he slipped and fell on snow and ice in the loading dock. Earlier in the day 

both at the store and on Plaintiff’s route to the same, it had snowed in and around 

Bluffton, which accumulated on the ground. Immediately prior to his fall, Plaintiff 

had parked his truck and walked around the snow and ice that had accumulated 

on the ground for approximately 10 minutes while delivering his load. Plaintiff 

denies that he walked on the snow and ice prior to the incident. Plaintiff alleged 

that Defendant failed to remove the snow and ice and otherwise failed to maintain 

its loading dock in a reasonably safe condition.  

Defendant denied Plaintiff’s claims made in his lawsuit. Specifically, Defendant 

asserted that the snow and ice was a natural and open and obvious condition, 

that Plaintiff voluntarily assumed the risk of walking on the snow and ice despite 

knowing its risk, and that Plaintiff’s comparative negligence was the primary 

cause of this incident, among other defenses. 

Plaintiff claimed a double fracture of the lateral malleolus of the right fibula. 

Plaintiff’s orthopedic surgeon confirmed one of the fractures and further 

diagnosed Plaintiff with a tendonitis in his right ankle.   

 

 

 

 

https://www.insurancedefense.net/
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Luks, Santaniello is a member of  The Gavel.net LLC. nationwide claims defense network.  

 

Luks, Santaniello defends businesses and insurers in Liability, most insurance lines and Workers’ 

Compensation matters. The firm has a diversified team of over 100+ litigators across ten offices 

in Miami, Boca Raton, Fort Lauderdale, Stuart, Fort Myers, Orlando, Tampa, Jacksonville, 

Tallahassee and Pensacola.  Members have tried over 200 cases in Florida State and Federal 

Courts.   

 

Managing Partners Dan Santaniello and Anthony Petrillo (Tampa) are Florida Bar Board 

Certified Civil Trial Experts.  Partners Christopher Burrows and Patrick Hinchey are Florida Bar 

Board Certified Construction Law Experts. The firm has a full-service Appellate team in South, 

Central and Northern Florida to assist with summary judgments, motions in limine, discovery 

objectives, trial strategy and post-trial positions.  The Daily Business Review selected Luks, 

Santaniello as finalists for the Most Effective Lawyers for its innovation in filing a Declaratory 

Judgment Action in a multiple Wrongful Death claim.   

  

These times present extraordinary challenges to businesses and their insurers. Let us help even 

the playing field.  View Contact Directory Now.   

 

Is Board Certification a factor when you select counsel for your insureds? To learn more about 

Florida Legal Board Certification, view our short video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYs_mp5lBl4&feature=youtu.be or visit The Florida Bar now. 

http://www.thegavel.net/index.php?page=000
https://www.insurancedefense.net/our-people
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYs_mp5lBl4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.floridabar.org/about/cert/

