
EXCESSIVE FORCE
Slayden v. Castro, et al.

Favorable Verdict

After a 4-day trial in federal court , the jury returned a verdict of $1.00 on November 10, 2021. 

Ft. Lauderdale Managing Partner Dorsey Miller, Esq., and Senior Partner Franklin Sato, Esq., obtained a favorable verdict 
in an excessive force matter styled Slayden v. Castro, et al. in the United States District Court for the Southern District of 
Florida. The Plaintiff, an inmate at the Broward County Main Jail, alleged that he was attacked by two BSO deputies in 
the early morning hours of August 7, 2018. The Plaintiff claimed that approximately 3 hours before the incident, one of the 
deputies covered one of two windows on his cell to conceal the attack from the surveillance cameras. Conversely, the 
Defendant deputies argued that the Plaintiff ’s window was covered because he had exposed himself through that window 
to female officers working in the Control Booth of Plaintiff ’s unit on multiple occasions, including the evening before the 
alleged incident. In retaliation, the Plaintiff attempted to flood his cell with water. After shutting the water off, the officers 
entered Plaintiff ’s cell, at which point they were attacked by the Plaintiff. The officers defended themselves by using strikes 
and O.C. pepper foam and were ultimately able to subdue Plaintiff and handcuff him. He was then escorted to the vestibule 
area where he was treated for minor injuries. No other force was used and the deputies were not injured. 

The Defendants argued that the force used was not excessive and that they were fully justified in their use of reasonable 
force based upon BSO policy and procedure and applicable provisions of Florida law.   Defendants also argued that any 
alleged injuries sustained by Plaintiff resulted from his use of violence in resisting the aforementioned lawful actions of the 
Defendants, and/or from several subsequent altercations in which Plaintiff was involved. Based upon Plaintiff ’s testimony 
on direct examination, the Defendants were able to introduce evidence that Plaintiff had a prior felony conviction for 
resisting arrest with violence and that he continued to expose himself even after the alleged incident. Defendants also 
argued that the Plaintiff sustained no permanent injuries as a result of the alleged incident, nor any sequelae from those 
alleged injuries. After six and a half hours of deliberation, the jury returned a verdict of $1.00.
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Our verdicts tell the story.™  Luks, Santaniello, Petrillo, Cohen & Peterfriend is a Florida Corporate & Insurance Defense 
Litigation firm. The firm defends professionals, corporations and their insurance companies from both Liability and Workers’ 
Compensation claims. From our eleven Florida offices in Key West, Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Boca Raton, Stuart, Fort Myers, 
Tampa, Orlando, Jacksonville, Tallahassee and Pensacola, the firm’s 140+ attorneys deliver counsel and legal services in 
over 33 practice areas. The firm has several strategic and innovative practice areas including a dedicated Time and Policy 
Limit Demands and Tenders Practice Group and Surgical SIU | LOP Practice that handle a number of specialized issues.  
Members have tried over 200 cases in Florida State and Federal Courts.

Our mission is to provide our clients with legal services that help them manage risk and reduce exposure. Our goal is to 
ensure that our clients obtain equal justice in the courtroom. The Law Firm is Peer Review Rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
and is a member of The Gavel.net LLC., Nationwide Claims Defense Network. The firm’s Partners are members of the 
National Retail and Restaurant Defense Association (NRRDA), the Trucking Industry Defense Association (TIDA), the 
Florida Defense Lawyers Association (FDLA), the Defense Research Institute (DRI) and the Claims and Litigation Management 
Alliance (CLM).

Managing Partner Dan Santaniello, Esq., and Tampa Partner Anthony Petrillo, Esq., are Florida Bar Board Certified Civil 
Trial Experts.  Construction Law Partners Christopher Burrows, Esq., Patrick Hinchey, Esq., and Valerie Edwards, Esq., are 
Florida Bar Board Certified Construction Law Experts. The firm has a full service Appellate team in South, Central and 
Northern Florida to assist with summary judgments, motions in limine, discovery objectives, trial strategy and post-trial 
positions. 

The Daily Business Review selected Luks, Santaniello as finalists for the Most Effective Lawyers for its innovation in 
filing a Declaratory Judgment Action in a multiple Wrongful Death claim. These times present extraordinary challenges to 
businesses and their insurers. Let us help even the playing field. View Contact Directory now. 
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